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Lawrence D. Higgins ame «3em ¥ feiaw om
TN TSy FoAFS @F LR Military decline of Ottoman Empire
féTaAITe fTt4t=s " Under the first ten Sultans, the Ottoman Turkeys
had been an aggressive military power, open to technological
innovation and improvement... the elite of the Ottoman army
dominated the battlefield. Turkish general were the equal of the best
Austrian, Spanish and French Commanders. The Sultan himself
commanded his armies in the field.

By 1650 Turkish Weapons were outmoded. Within the ...
corps, corruption and'nepotism were rife. Instead of seeking battle,
the janissaries sought comfort, wealth and political influence. Not
only did they occasionally make and unmake sultans, they also
blocked all attempts to reform and modernize the army. At the very
-time the Austrian and Russian military strength increased, Turkish
military strength declined ... " (- Brassey's Encyclopedia of military
History and Biography, (Edited by- Frankin D. Margiotta, 1994,
P#752)
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